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Applicant(s) 
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Examiner Art Unit 

James M Hewitt | 3628 

The MAILING DATE of this comm unication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
tuc MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. . . 

T "eL^ under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). .n no event however, may a reply be *mely filed 

earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 September 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters Prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) U> is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) IEI The drawing(s) filed on 16 August 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or bM objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not rece.ved. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachments) 

iwi « „ , n--t /dta_aq9\ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

DgNoticeofReferencesCted PTO-892) 3j Noticeof , nfomn al Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) »J LJ J™'"* u 

3) P Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other 



J.S. Patent and Trademat* Office . Part of Paper No. 3 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because in Figure 3a, midholders 25 are shown as 
if they rest atop picture 13, as opposed to retain the picture as the specification 
describes; in Figure 3b, magnetic layer 31 is not depicted. A proposed drawing 
correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 4 and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: in line 1 of 
claims 4 and 7, "a" should be inserted before "holder". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims Particularly Pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invent.on. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 line 4, "the surface" should be "a surface". 
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In claim 1 lines 7-9, it is unclear how the third layer, being a single layer, forms a 
pocket. And, if this layer forms a pocket, why is the pocket said to be positioned 
between said layer and the first layer? Also, it is apparent that the pocket should not be 
said to be positioned between the first and third layers, but instead formed by or 
between the first and third layers. 

In claim 2 lines 2-3, the phrase "with the pocket...the triangles" should be 
changed to ", and the pocket being open at the hypotenuse side edge of the triangles." 
The claim should explain also that the layers or the edges thereof are aligned to form 
the pocket at the hypotenuse side edge of each of the triangles. 

In claim 3 line 2, "said third transparent material layer" should be changed to 
"said third layer" to have proper antecedent basis. 

In claim 4, it is unclear how the corner receiving pocket relates structurally to the 
holder and/or the first and second layers of the holder. 

In claim 6 line 1 , the preamble should be "The combination of a holder and an 

object with corner edges". 

In claim 6 line 2, the phrase "said third and fourth transparent material layers- 
should be replaced with "said at least one layer being two layers which". 

In claim 7 lines 7-8, it is unclear how a single layer can form a pocket, and how 
the corner receiving pocket relates structurally to the holder and/or the first and second 
layers of the holder. 

In claim 7 lines 9-10, it is unclear how the object is structurally tied to the pocket. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or descritod as set 
forth in sectio^ ioa of this title, if the differences between the ■^^ K ^ M l ^ 1 jS2 d a " d 
SponorS are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
S^^^^^^^ ordinary skill in the art to which said subje* matter pertains. 

ShTiM not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Engel (US 2,068,909). 

Regarding claim 1 , Engel discloses a holder for an object comprising: a holder 
(see figures 5 and 6) having at least three layers, the first layer (30) having a non-slip 
surface to engage and bear against the surface of the object (5) to be held, the second 
layer (10) providing a fastening means, and the third layer (20) consisting of at least one 
layer of a transparent material thus forming a planar object receiving pocket between 
the third layer and first layer of the holder. 

Engel discloses the claimed invention except that the second layer includes a 
magnetic material. Engel's second layer instead includes an adhesive material. It 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to modify Engel with a second 
layer having magnetic material in place of adhesive since applicant has not disclosed 
that employing a magnetic material solves any stated problem or is for any particular 
purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with an adhesive 
material. 
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With respect to claim 2, wherein each of the three layers are generally 
triangularly shaped with the pocket being open at the hypotenuse side edge of the 
triangles. 

With respect to claim 3, wherein the third transparent material is a clear plastic 
material. 

With respect to claim 4, refer to the rejection of claim 1 . 
With respect to claim 5, wherein there are at least two substantially identical 
holders spaced from each other and adapted to engage a different corner of the same 

planar object to be held. 

With respect to claim 6, the third layer includes two layers of transparent material 

(see figures 5 and 6). 

With respect to claim 7, refer to the rejection of claim 1 . 
With respect to claim 8, refer to the rejection of claim 5. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M Hewitt whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0552. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 930am-600pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Lavinder can be reached on 703-308-3421 . The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305- 
3597/8 for regular communications and 703-308-3687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1020. 

jmh 

January 28, 2002 




